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objection. Underlying it was the ancient desire
for unity, perhaps, also, for uniformity, of which
Dante's De Monarchies is so supreme an expression.
To the Protestant statesman of the mid-Victorian
age, the single society which Hildebrand envisaged
had become the English State. The ecclesiastical
ideal Cavour had embraced seemed to him open to
the most grave theoretical advantages even while
he practically admitted its completest conse-
quences. But a genius for political abstractions
is perhaps no part of the English heritage.

Ill
The establishment of the Hierarchy in England
coincided with perhaps the greatest change in the
character of the Papacy since the Council of
Trent.148 The failure of Eosmini's mission and
the murder of Rossi147 seem to have convinced the
Pope that the Jesuits might, after all, be right,
and henceforward there were but fitful gleams of
Ms ancient liberalism. The assassination of the
minister was followed by the flight to Q-aeta and
the attainment of Antonelli to supreme power.
146 The best general work on the Papacy during the nineteenth cen-
tury is that of Bishop Nielsen. Friedrich's Life of Dollmger contains
a mass of information upon what is perhaps its most important episode.
The historical perspective will always be set by Janus' The Pope and
the Council.
i^Bosmini's Delia Missione a Eoma is our best authority on this
critical episode. For his interpretation of Bossi's appointment, see op.
tit., p. 53.